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Calendar 

 
 

January 2008 
   13 ï Chapter meeting 
February 
   10 ï Chapter meeting 
   18 ï Presidentôs Day 
March 
   9 ï Chapter meeting 
April 
   13 ï Chapter meeting 
May 
   11ï Chapter meeting 
   8 ï V-E Day (WW2)  
  17 ï Armed Forces Day 
  26 ï Memorial Day 
June 
  8 ï Chapter meeting 
  14 ï Flag Day 
July 
   4 ï Independence Day  
   13 ï Chapter meeting 
August 
   10 ï Chapter meeting 
   11-17 - Natôl Convention  
   16 ï Nat'l Airborne Day 
September 
   1 ï Labor Day 
   14 ï Chapter meeting 
October 
   12 ï Chapter meeting 
November 
   9 ï Chapter meeting 
   11 ï Veterans Day 
   15 ï Early Birds Due 
   27 ï Thanksgiving Day 
December 
   7 ï Pearl Harbor Day 
   14 ï Chapter meeting 
   25 ï Christmas 
   31 ï New Years Eve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Official newsletter of 

the Chicago Chapte r 

 

Chairmanõs Message  
 
As we draw 2007 to a close and usher in yet another new year I am proud to have served another t erm as 
Chairman of this amazing chapter. We have a rich history and so much potential left to tap into if we can 
only draw together and continue to have  the courage to push forward.  
 
In 2007 we raised the bar yet again and set the challenge for 2008. Thank s to some outstanding work by 
members and officers this year I am proud that we have done more  than Iõve seen done in recent years 
including:  
ü Installation of Officers Dinner with so many prizes it took longer than the dinner!  
ü VIP treatment at the Schaumbur g Fliers baseball game 
ü Memorial Day parade 
ü Picnic with John Steele Chapter (an organized first for us and not the last!)  
ü Great turnout at the National Convention (evidenced by the Chicago page in the Static Line)  
ü Represented at the National Washington DC Veterans Day Observances 
ü Visiting wounded 82nd troopers at Walter Reed Hospital  
ü Honored fallen troopers Sgt Joe Vanek and Nicholas Vljaich  

 
On top of these events, our members have honored the chapter by attending other memorial services, 
parades and functi ons in our name. We are reaching out into the Chicago area and have started to remind 
people that we are still here.  
 
In 2008 I hope that we not only continue to push to increase our presence but find more ways to engage the 
veterans in this organization a s well as find other troopers in the Chicago area .  
 
ATW!    
Mark Christianson, Chairman 

 
Chapter represented in DC for Veterans Day  
 
The Chapter voted to send two members of the chapter 
to participate in the official 82 nd Association recognition 
of Veterans Day. Chairman Mark Christianson and 
Secretary Don Strazer volunteered and participated in 
the wreath laying ceremonies at 23 locations.  
 
Along with the visit, both visited wounded t roopers at 
Walter Reed Hospital. Chairman Christianson stated 
that th e attitude demonstrated by those wounded 
warriors reflects great credit upon themselves and the 
paratroopers of the 82 nd Airborne Division.  
 

Elections  
 
Years over, time to do your member duty and show up 
to the Dec 9 meeting to vote for the 2008 officers. We 
are in need of volunteers to fill positions in order to 
keep the ideas fresh and the motivation strong. If you 
canõt serve, then please make an effort to come to the 
meeting, enjoy some food, drink and company and put 
in your votes.  

 

 
Chairman Christianson along with  

President Ron Rath, Director Rusty Wolf and  

Manny De Jesus Jr, participates in wreath 

laying at Tomb of the Unknowns  
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